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RESOLUTION NO. 6623 


RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
PASADENA DESGINATING 815 MISSION STREET (MUNICIPAL PLUNGE 
BUILDING) AS AN OFFICIAL SOUTH PASADENA HISTORIC LANDMARK 

(LANDMARK NO. 45 ) 


WHEREAS, Section 2.73A-14 of the South Pasadena Municipal Code Ordinance 
#2004 (commonly known as the “Cultural Heritage Ordinance”) authorized the Cultural 
Heritage Commission (“the Commission”) to recommend to the City Council the 
designation of appropriate properties as landmarks; and 

WHEREAS, a duly prepared nomination form has been prepared by the 
Commission to register the property located at 815 Mission Street also known as the 
South Pasadena Municipal Plunge Building; and 

WHEREAS, the research and documentation submitted by subcommittee 
members Odom Stamps and Glen Duncan amply demonstrates the qualifications of the 
property for landmark designation; and 

WHEREAS, the intent of the Commission’s landmark recommendation is to give 
the City, as property owners, maximum adaptive reuse flexibility in any future interior 
alterations; and 

WHEREAS, landmark designation will streamline the approval process for 
proposed changes in that alterations to designated landmarks require approval only by the 
Cultural Heritage Commission and not also by the Design Review Board; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has complied with the applicable provisions of 
Subsection (A) (3) [“Designation Procedure”] of the above Ordinance Section in that it 
visited the site, mailed notices, held a duly noticed public hearing, and received public 
comment: and 

WHEREAS, the Commission made findings of fact pursuant to Subsection (A) 
(2) [“Designation Procedure”] of the above Ordinance Section, as follows: 

(a) Its character, interest or value as a part of the heritage of the community. 

Beginning with the Post-Depression years and continuing through the 1980s, 
the Municipal Plunge was an important social and recreation center for three 
generations of young people of South Pasadena. Thousands of current and 
former residents can recall the positive influence of recreation and competitive 
activities at the Plunge. Although the pool was demolished in the 1980s, the 
Plunge building was and is significant in its own right. It was for many years a 
significant part of the city’s character, conceived as a fashionable public 
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recreation facility of which the city could be proud. It stands today as a symbol 
of that heritage... a proud heritage of developmental programs for young 
people...and a heritage of community involvement. 

(b) Its exemplification of a particular architectural style of an era of history of the city. 

Spanish Colonial/Mission/Mediterranean Revival architecture flourished in 
South Pasadena during the 1920s and 1930s, becoming the style of choice for 
most public structures of that era. This style is exemplified in several 
previously designated South Pasadena landmarks: the War Memorial Building, 
the “Eulalia Perez”Adobe, the Pettee Building and Grace Brethren Church. 

(c) Its exemplification of the best remaining architectural type in a neighborhood. 

The Plunge Building, situated along the historic Mission Street corridor, is 
easily the 

best example of the Spanish Colonial Revival public building in the 
neighborhood. It is a distinctive and highly visible neighborhood feature. 


WHEREAS, based on the evidence presented in the application materials, the 
designation being categorically exempt, sub-committee research, on-site inspection and 
public testimony, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to recommend designation of 
this property on June 15, 2000 and forwarded the recommendation to the City Council; 
and 


WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on the proposed designation on 
July 19, 2000 and received public testimony. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved the South Pasadena City Council designates 
the Municipal Plunge Building at 815 Mission Street as South Pasadena Historic 
Landmark No. 45 , based on the above-mentioned findings. 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 19 th day of July, 2000 

DOROTHY IVf. COHEN, MAYOR 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was adopted by the City Council of 
the City of South Pasadena at a regular scheduled meeting held on the 19 th of July, 2000. 


Knapp, Rose, Zee and Mayor Cohen 


AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 


None 

Saeta 



